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Four PAS students first to earn federal scholarships
Joanne Trembley had been a secondary teacher prior to taking time off to  
raise a family. When she returned to school, she chose another career  
path: physician assistant studies.
Trembley is one of four PAS students at Grand Valley who have earned  
scholarships to support their education thanks to a federal grant  
the department received last year. 
Wallace Boeve, director and associate professor of PAS, said the $1.79 
million grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
helps increase the number of students enrolled in the program and  
provides funding for more faculty members. This year, PAS grew from  
35 to 44 students. The program will gradually increase to 48 students  
by 2014. Boeve wrote the grant with Roy Olsson, dean of the College  
of Health Professions.
Trembley said receiving the scholarship was perfect for someone who is 
switching careers. She and the other grant recipients will receive $22,000  
per year for the next two years. 
Other grant recipients are Haley Crites, Gina Doman and Erin Meehan.  
Crites earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Western Michigan  
University; Doman and Meehan both earned bachelor’s degrees in health  
professions from Grand Valley. Olsson said seven scholarships will be  
awarded next year.
Across Campus
Grand Valley earns 
Washington Center honor
The 
Washington 
Center for 
Internships 
and Academic 
Seminars 
named 
Grand Valley 
its Public 
University 
System of the 
Year Award 
recipient.
Don Zinman, 
assistant 
professor 
of political 
science, 
traveled to Washington, D.C., to accept the  
award.
Grand Valley sends about a dozen students 
each year to partake in the Washington 
Center’s internships and academic seminars. 
Participation is open to students of all 
majors. The Washington Center offers 
opportunities for students interested in careers 
in public policy, government and politics.
Coat drive will benefit 
Muskegon school kids
Facilities Services and ASCFME Local No. 
2074 are sponsoring a coat drive on campus to 
benefit public school students in Muskegon.
New or gently used coats will be collected  
through November 30 at the collection boxes  
listed below. At the same time, blankets will  
be collected for Dégagé Ministries in  
Grand Rapids. 
Boxes are set in Calder Art Center; Lake 
Ontario Hall; Service Building; Lake Michigan 
Hall, room 140; Lake Superior Hall, room 290; 
Zumberge Library, lower level; Connection; and 
Kirkhof Center, near 20/20 Desk. Questions can 
be directed to Sally Alder at alders@gvsu.edu.
Writing group forming 
for student veterans
A writing workshop for student veterans is 
forming, with support from the Pew Faculty  
Teaching and Learning Center and  
Student Services.
Joel Wendland, visiting assistant professor of 
liberal studies, said he hopes faculty members 
announce the group to their classes. Wendland 
and Patrick Johnson, assistant director of 
the Writing Center, will lead sessions of the 
workshop designed to assist student veterans 
with class assignments, professional writing, 
cover letters, personal statements and more.
Workshop sessions will be scheduled for     
mid-November through early December. 
Student veterans interested in joining the  
workshop should contact Wendland at  
wendlajo@gvsu.edu or x18192.
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Four physician assistant studies majors received scholarships this year thanks to a 
federal grant that expands enrollment for the program. Pictured, left to right, in the 
simulation lab are Wallace Boeve, Joanne Trembley, Haley Crites, Gina Doman, Erin 
Meehan and Roy Olsson.
Across Campus continues on page 2
Don Zinman, left, is pictured 
with U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga after 
accepting an award from the 
Washington Center.
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Sara Pokorski, executive 
assistant and technology 
coordinator, University Counsel
Sara Pokorski is new at her current position 
as executive assistant and technology 
coordinator for University Counsel, but 
she is no stranger to Grand Valley. 
Pokorski worked for the Department of  
Public Safety from 2001-2008 as parking 
systems coordinator, which included 
designing parking permits, and managing 
the ticket software program.  
In her current role, Pokorski said one of her 
main projects is to help establish a (nearly) 
paperless office by electronically archiving 
files. “It’s a really big job,” she said. “There are  
some files which date back to the start of  
the university.”  
Transitioning to all digital filing will allow staff 
members easy access to information, Pokorski 
said. The office will 
keep some documents 
for historical purposes, 
but other paper files 
“will be destroyed 
according to our legal 
obligations,” she said.
Pokorski is currently 
finishing a degree 
at Grand Valley. 
She started her 
college career at 
Muskegon Community 
College. Away 
from work, Pokorski enjoys spending time 
with her children, staying involved with 
their school activities and traveling.  
“My kids are surprisingly good travelers,” 
she said.  She also is involved with 
youth ministry at her church. 
GVFaces
Nominations sought for AP awards
The Administrative/Professional Awards Subcommittee at Grand  
Valley seeks nominations for five awards. 
The purpose of these awards is to recognize outstanding achievement,  
as well as any extraordinary contribution from specific units of the  
university. The award categories are Outstanding Team Project, Service  
to Community, Commitment to Students, Commitment to Diversity,  
and Innovation. 
Nominations are taken online at www.gvsu.edu/ap/awards; the  
deadline is March 2.
Two-year collaboration culminates 
in dance performance in Houston
A collaborative work by Bill 
Ryan, associate professor 
of music, and Karen Stokes, 
who heads dance at the 
University of Houston School 
of Theatre & Dance, was 
two years in the making.
Both parties were quickly 
able to share their individual 
elements during the 
development stages by utilizing 
social media technology. 
Ryan’s downloaded music 
was played in Stokes dance 
rehearsals and he watched 
Stokes’ dance phrases on a 
private YouTube channel to 
influence his compositions. 
The two also used Skype to have “face time” to discuss the project.
The work explores, through music and dance, the meaning attributed  
to various colors. The performance trilogy used the traditional practice of 
setting dance to existing music, composing music for a specific dance, and 
a co-development of music and dance responding to each other  
in the moment. 
The world premiere of “Secondary Colors” was performed in Houston  
on October 20. Six nationally known musicians, hand selected by Ryan,  
included Grand Valley faculty members Jonathan Nichol, saxophone; and  
Pablo Mahave-Veglia, cello.
CHS hosts MichBio student event
Grand Valley’s 
nursing and health 
professions colleges 
joined Van Andel 
Institute to host 
more than 250 high 
school students 
during MichBio 
Student Career Day 
on November 1.
The event exposes 
Michigan high school 
juniors, seniors and 
their teachers to the 
scientific research 
currently being 
conducted in West  
Michigan. Kirkhof 
College of Nursing and College of Health Professions students and faculty 
members led sessions in the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences. 
Open enrollment ends this week
The open enrollment period for health benefits runs through November 9. 
Benefit-eligible faculty and staff members are reminded to review their  
benefit options online at www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness, click on  
“2012 Open Enrollment.”
Sara Pokorski
Bill Ryan, associate professor of music, 
and Karen Stokes, from the University of 
Houston, led a performance in Houston that 
culminated from a two-year collaboration.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
A nursing student shows how to take an infant’s vital 
signs during MichBio Student Career Day at the Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences.
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Women’s Center  
speaker series continues
The Women’s Center continues its 10th  
anniversary speaker series with a presentation  
by Jason Laker, professor of education at  
San Jose State University.
Laker will discuss “Men & Masculinities” 
on Tuesday, November 8, at 4 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room. The 
presentation is free and open to the public. 
Laker is a frequent presenter, consultant and 
author on the subject of men’s issues and 
development. He is the founding chair of 
NASPA’s Men and Masculinities Knowledge 
Community. Laker recently co-authored a 
textbook, Masculinities in Higher Education.
For more information, call the center at x12748.
Wheelhouse Talks to 
feature WMCAT director
Luisa Schumacher, 
executive director of the 
West Michigan Center 
for Arts and Technology, 
is the next speaker 
for the Wheelhouse 
Talks sponsored 
by the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential 
Studies. The monthly 
presentations feature 
area leaders who will 
share their philosophy 
and experience. 
Schumacher’s talk is set for Wednesday, 
November 9, from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the 
Kroc Community Center in Grand Rapids.
Schumacher serves on the Wealthy Theater 
Centennial Cabinet, Varnum Diversity 
Inclusion Council, Laugh Fest Cabinet and 
the Grand Rapids Boxing Foundation. 
For more information, contact the 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies 
at x12770 or visit www.allpresidents.org.
Ott lecture to feature 
analytical chemist 
The Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry 
will feature Gary Hieftje, distinguished 
professor and Mann Chair of Chemistry 
at Indiana University. Hieftje, known 
for his award-winning research in 
analytical chemistry, will give two lectures 
November 10 and 11, details are below.
• “Teaching and Research: Symbiosis or 
Conflict,” Thursday, November 10, at 6 p.m. in 
the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
• “New Tools, Toys, and Tricks for Chemical 
Measurements,” Friday, November 11, 
at 1 p.m. in Manitou Hall, room 123.   
Hieftje has been a member of the Indiana 
University Bloomington Department of 
Chemistry since 1969. He has authored or 
co-authored 10 books and more than 500 
scientific papers, and holds 15 patents. 
Hieftje was awarded the 2010 Robert 
Boyle Prize for Analytical Science by the 
Royal Society of Chemistry in London.
Both lectures are free and open to the public.  
For more information, contact the Chemistry  
Department at x13317.
Film, arts symposium 
explores state 
perspective
With a focus on film, art and literature, 
an upcoming symposium will explore the 
Michigan perspective in creative expression. 
The Michigan Film, Art & Literature 
Symposium, November 12-13 at the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum, 101 Monroe Center, 
will bring together scholars, artists and 
community leaders from around the state.
Event partners include Grand Valley’s School 
of Communications, Grand Rapids Art 
Museum and Grand Rapids Public Library.
“It’s important to include the humanities 
in the re-imagining of Michigan,” said 
Toni Perrine, interim director of the 
School of Communications and professor 
of film and video production. “We want 
to provide a platform for public discourse 
about how we identify ourselves and 
how we are perceived by others.” 
Perrine will be a moderator and presenter at 
a Sunday panel on “Dystopic Detroit?” Her 
session will examine “Eminem, Chrysler 
and the New Detroit.” The panel also 
features Heather Addison from Western 
Michigan University, speaking on “Detroit 
and ‘Ruin Porn,’” and photographer Brian 
Kelly’s recent work, “This is Also Detroit.”
Other Grand Valley participants include Caitlin 
Horrocks, assistant professor of writing, who 
will moderate a Saturday Michigan Writers 
Roundtable, which also features Chris Havens, 
associate professor of writing. The closing 
discussion on Sunday will be facilitated by 
Paul Wittenbraker, associate professor of 
art and design, who will work to synthesize 
ideas generated throughout the conference.
A complete schedule and more information is 
available at www.artmuseumgr.org. Sessions 
are free; seat reservations are recommended 
at www.michigansymposium.org. 
Battle of the Valleys 
benefits charity
For the ninth straight year, Grand Valley 
will compete with Saginaw Valley State 
University in a weeklong battle to raise 
the most donations for a selected charity. 
Proceeds from this year’s competition will 
be donated to Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
Battle of the Valleys will run November 6-12; 
the winner will be announced at halftime 
during the Lakers-Cardinals football game 
at Lubbers Stadium on November 12. 
The campus community can donate online 
at www.gvsu.edu/battleofthevalleys; 
donate a dollar while purchasing a meal 
at any on-campus dining facility; or 
attend any Battle of the Valleys event.
What’s Ahead
Lusia Schumacher
Sisterly love, rivalry play out 
in ‘Crimes of the Heart’
An abundance of drama unfolds among three sisters in the 
Grand Valley production of  “Crimes of the Heart,” by playwright 
Beth Henley. Six performances, November 11-19, are scheduled 
in the Performing Arts Center, Louis Armstrong Theatre.
The tragic comedy is set in 1974, in the Magrath family kitchen in 
Mississippi. Adult sisters Lenny (Alyssa Simmert), Meg (Sophie Ni) and 
Babe (Taylor Barton) reunite at their grandparents’ home, where sibling 
rivalries resurface, along with a slew of new problematic circumstances.
“The ways these sisters try to solve their problems is what brings 
humor to their tragic situations,” said director Rob Radkoff Ek, a visiting 
assistant professor of theater. “The sisters were raised by grandparents 
after their father abandoned them and their mother committed suicide. 
Each of them brings a new set of issues back to their childhood home.”
The all-student cast includes three supporting roles: cousin Chick 
(Krista Scott), lawyer Barnett (Chaz Bratton), and Doc (Brad Alonzo). 
Southern Gothic elements abound, as the sisters try to put closure on 
past events and draw on the strength of family bonds to start fresh. 
Ek came to Grand Valley in August, from Florida State University. 
He has 20 years experience as a theatre professional in acting, 
directing and fight directing, and more than 10 years experience 
as a university instructor of performance training for actors.  
Performances are scheduled for November 11-12 and November 17-19, 
at 7:30 p.m., and a matinee Sunday, November 13, at 2 p.m. To purchase 
tickets, $6-$12, call the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office at x12300, 
or Startickets at (800) 585-3737, or visit www.startickets.com. 
‘Crimes of the Heart’ cast members are pictured, left to right, Alyssa Simmert, Taylor 
Barton, Sophie Ni and Krista Scott. Performances will run November 11-19 in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre.
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Sketches
University Bookstore staff members Ritch 
Bentley and Tony Glaab gave a presentation, 
“Textbook Rental Myths & Realities: What  
Book Rentals Really Mean for Your Institution,” 
at the Central Association of College and  
University Business Officers meeting in  
Omaha, Nebraska.
Claudia Sowa Wojciakowski, professor of 
education and director of community outreach,  
received a grant from the Baldwin Foundation  
for the College of Education’s Groundswell  
Program.
William Crawley, associate dean of the College 
of Community and Public Service, received a 
grant from the U.S. Department of Justice for 
the Project Safe Neighborhoods program.
Amy Matthews, associate professor of 
psychology and START project director; 
Kathleen VanderVeen, director of 
Disability Support Resources; and Michelle 
Rhodes, director of Financial Aid, gave a 
presentation “Financial Aid Services for 
Students with Disabilities,” at the Midwest 
Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators conference in Grand Rapids. 
Nathan Kemler, collections manager for the 
Art Gallery, gave presentations, “Online 
Museum Collections of the 21st Century” and  
“Handheld Technology in Museums,” at the  
Michigan Museums Association Conference  
in Harbor Springs.
Firas Hindeleh, assistant professor of 
mathematics, co-wrote an article, “Killings’  
Equations for Invariant Metrics on Lie  
Groups,” published in the Journal of 
Geometric Mechanics.
David Coffey, associate professor of 
mathematics, gave the keynote address, 
“Signposts Along the Roads Less Traveled,” 
at the Mathematics Council of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association Conference. 
Deborah Herrington, associate professor of 
chemistry, wrote articles, “The Heat is On: An 
Inquiry-Based Investigation for Specific Heat,” 
published in Journal of Chemical Education; 
and “Improving Practice with Target Inquiry: 
High School Chemistry Teacher Professional 
Development That Works,” published in 
Chemistry Education Research and Practice.
James Moyer, assistant vice president 
for Facilities Planning, contributed to the 
article, “Grand Valley State University 
Stormwater Initiative,” published in the EPA 
Green Infrastructure Program newsletter.
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, 
was elected vice president of World 
Theatre by the International Amateur 
Theatre Association, at the organization’s 
world congress in Oslo, Norway.  
Sonja Johnson, executive director of the 
Van Andel Global Trade Center, testified on 
October 27 before the Michigan House of 
Representatives’ Economic Development 
and Trade Subcommittee regarding trade 
and export initiatives in Michigan.
Patti Rowe, professor of movement science, 
was named College/University Leader of 
the Year by the Michigan Association for 
Health, Physical Education, Recreation 
and Dance Board of Directors.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Nov. 7
7 p.m.: Meijer Lecture Series: “Leading Health 
Care Transformation for Those Who Give 
and Receive Care,” by Bonnie Wesorick. 215 
EC. Call x13219 for more information.
Tues., Nov. 8
7:30 a.m.: Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture: 
“From West Michigan to the World: 
The Haworth Way,” by Franco Bianchi. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Visit gvsu.
edu/business/events to register. 
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Divorce 
Recovery Group. 2264 KC.  Call x12215 for 
more information.
4 p.m.: Women’s Center Anniversary Speaker 
Series: “Men and Masculinities,” by Jason 
Laker. Pere Marquette Room, KC. Call 
x12748 for more information. 
5 p.m.: HR Career Services Career Networking 
Group. 202E DEV. Call x12215 for more 
information.
Wed., Nov. 9
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon-2 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts 
Wellness Wednesdays. 340 CHS. Call 
x12215 for more information.
Noon: HR Career Services Workshop: 
“Initiating Change,” by Kim Monaghan. 
1142 KC. Call x12215 for more information.
1 p.m.: Native American Heritage Month 
Event: “Collision: Traditional Lakota 
Values and Contemporary Life,” by Aaron 
DeSersa. 2204 KC. Call x12177 for more 
information.
4 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series: 
“American Indian History and Culture,” by 
Dennis Zotigh. GRR, KC. Call x12177 for 
more information.
6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film 
Series, “Duck Soup.” 114 LMH. Call x12195 
for more information.
Thurs., Nov. 10
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness  hosts What 
Daddies Do Best. 2264 KC. Call x12215 for 
more information.
4 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts “Women and 
Politics: Ready and Running,” by Shannon 
Garrett. 2215/2216 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
Fri., Nov. 11
Noon: Lunchtime Sustainability Conversation. 
2263 KC. Call x17366 for more information. 
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone hosts “The 
Technophysio Evolution: How Economic 
Development Changes Our Bodies,” by 
Aaron Lowen. 308 PAD.
7 p.m.: Migrations of Islam hosts Poetic 
Visions Tour. EC. Visit www.2012gr.org for 
more information.
7:30 p.m.: Theater Performance: “Crimes 
of the Heart,” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information
Sat., Nov. 12
7:30 p.m.: Theater Performance: “Crimes of 
the Heart,” LAT, PAC.
Sun., Nov. 13
2 p.m.: Theater Performance: “Crimes of the 
Heart,” LAT, PAC.
3 p.m.: Early Music Ensemble. 1325 PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information.
Sports
Sat., Nov. 12
1 p.m.: Swimming and Diving hosts Northern 
Michigan University.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University. 
